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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
The antecedent basis for "the window" has not been clearly set forth. Furthermore, it appears that "the 
user may an incorrect input" should be recited as - the user made an incorrect --. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cook et al. (USPN 
5,727,950; hereinafter Cook). 

„ Regarding claim 1, Cook discloses a method of simulating application software, comprising: 
presenting a generic application user interface for a particular type of application to a user 101 across a 
network; receiving user inputs during an interaction with the user interface (See Fig. 4); and evaluating 
performance of the user with regard to the type of application based upon the user inputs (Col. 49, lines 
10-17). 
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Regarding claim 2, Cook discloses a method wherein the user is provided with of his or her 
performance (See Fig. 4, ref 508). 

Regarding claim 3, Cook discloses a method further comprising: informing the user of a wrong 
input; and presenting the user with an opportunity to try again (See Fig. 5 refs. 405-407). 

Regarding claim 4, Cook discloses a method, wherein providing feedback further comprising 
informing the user of a wrong input; providing a hint to the user; and presenting the user with an 
opportunity to try again (See Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 5, Cook discloses a method, wherein providing feedback further comprising: 
informing the user of a wrong input; and demonstrating to the user the correct input (See Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Cook discloses a method, comprising collecting all of the user inputs and 
evaluations of the user inputs and generating an evaluation report of the performance of the user (Col. 30, 
lines 23-32). 

Regarding claim 7, Cook discloses a method, further comprising presenting a generic user 
interface for an application selected from the group comprising: a spreadsheet, a word processor, and a 
presentation application (Col. 9, lines 60-62). 

Regarding claim 8, Cook discloses a method of providing a user interface, comprising: providing 
an introduction to a problem for a user (Col. 1 1, lines 25-27); identifying tools to solve the problem (Col. 
10, line 66 - Col. 11, line 2); instructing the user on concepts and tools to be used in a solution; 
interacting with the user; displaying the solution; and providing the user with a summary of the problem 
and solution (Col. 13, lines 8-28). 

Regarding claim 9, Cook discloses a method, wherein interacting with the user further comprises 
receiving a user input and storing the user input for further evaluation (Col. 48, lines 20-32). 
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Regarding claim 10, Cook discloses a method, wherein interacting with the user further 
comprises receiving and evaluating a user input (Col. 48, lines 20-32). 

Regarding claim 11, Cook discloses a method, wherein interacting with the user further 
comprises providing feedback (See Fig. 4, ref. 508). 

Regarding claim 12, Cook discloses a method, wherein providing feedback further comprises 
indicating that the user made a correct input (Col. 27, lines 34-36). 

Regarding claim 13, Cook discloses a method, wherein providing feedback further comprises 
indicating that the user made an incorrect input and displaying a in which the user may make another 
input (Fig. 5. refs. 405-407). 

Regarding claim 14, Cook discloses a method of providing an integrated technology learning 
system, comprising the steps of: establishing technology objectives for an instructional unit; identifying 
core curriculum components related to the technology objectives; providing a theme and characters for 
the unit; determining a framework for problem solving; determining common elements of a user 
interface; and adding simulation functionality Col. 5, line 12 - Col. 1 1, line 36). 

Regarding claim 15, Cook discloses a method, wherein adding simulation functionality further 
comprises: recording user inputs in response to prompts; recording a environment from which the user 
input is recorded; and storing the user inputs and the environment (Col. 48, lines 20-61). 

Regarding claim 16, Cook discloses an instructional management system, comprising: at least 
one instructional unit having at least one task for which a student is required to provide an input; a user 
interface simulating a software application having a region to allow the student to provide the input (See 
Figs. 4-5); a memory in which to record the student input (Col. 48, lines 20-61); a report generator to 
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allow an instructor to access results of the inputs and to provide an evaluation of, student performance 
with regard to the software application (Col. 18, lines 21-35). 

Regarding claim 17, Cook discloses an article of machine-readable media containing instructions 
that, when executed, cause the machine to: present a generic application user interface for a particular 
type of application to a user across a network; receive user inputs during an interaction with the user 
interface (See Fig. 4); and evaluate performance of the user with regard to the type of application based 
upon the user inputs (Col. 49, lines 10-17). 

Regarding claim 18, Cook discloses an article containing instructions that, when executed, cause 
the machine to provide feedback to the user on the performance of the user (See Fig. 4, ref. 508). 

Regarding claim 19, Cook discloses an article of machine-readable media containing instructions 
that, when executed, cause the machine to: provide an introduction to a problem for a user (See Figs. 4-5); 
identify tools to be used in a solution (Col. 10, line 66 - Col. 1 1, line 2); interact with the user; display the 
solution; and provide the user with a summary of the problem and solution (Col. 13, lines 8-28). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

• Thomas (USPN 6,086,382) - discloses an educational system wherein users are provided 
with performance feedback, including hints. 

• Vaughn, Jr. (USPN 6,419,496) - discloses a learning method wherein users are provided 
with hints to solve problems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Cameron Saadat whose telephone number is 571-272-4443. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00 - 6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Xuan 
Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the organization where this application 
or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





XUAN M.THAI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



